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•    INFO memo –

 May 16, 2003 
To: City of Broken Arrow Mayor and City Council

From: Office of the City Manager

Storms Keep City’s EOC Up at Nights

The wind picks up, the lightning begins flashing to the west and the phones begin 
ringing – no matter what the time of day, night or the early, early morning. The 
City’s Emergency Operations Center has been flooded with activity so far this 
month.

Branon Dodd and Stephen Bradley, who direct the operations, have put in some 
long work weeks during May as severe storms and the threat of tornadoes have been 
moving around the weather radar screens in record numbers this spring.

“Whenever the threat is in our area, no matter what the time of day, we get to 
the Emergency Operations Center and monitor conditions until we feel Broken 
Arrow is safe,” said Dodd, the City’s Director of Risk Management and Employee 
Safety. “And in the past few weeks, it’s almost been like having a second job at 
night!”

Once again early Friday morning the storms moved into the Broken Arrow area, 
with heavy rains, thunder and lightning. Ironically, Dodd and Bradley were at Camp 
Gruber the middle of last week for the Homeland Security exercises involving 
several state first responder agencies. Even while at Camp Gruber, they weren’t 
removed from severe weather: one night all who were there were chased into a 
basement while storms battered the area.

Dodd explained that the EOC opened all three days last weekend when severe 
weather threatened Broken Arrow and the Tulsa area. Storm sirens were sounded 
early Saturday morning on two different occasions as rotation was reported along 
the Arkansas River near the Indian Springs Sports Complex.

The EOC monitors TV weather radar, the National Weather Service, reports 
from police officers in the field and reports from amateur radio operators who help 
out as weather spotters. They also stay in close touch with the EOC in Tulsa and 
other communities. Another help during the spring storms this year has been the 
new radio system which has Broken Arrow, Bixby and Glenpool all able to 
communicate with each other.
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Rooster Days 2003 – Best of Both Worlds! 

   Big crowds. No fights. Very few traffic problems. Good weather for the main 
events.

Rooster Days 2003 was definitely one of the best, as far as the City of Broken 
Arrow was concerned.

The City invests a great deal of time and energy – and funds from the Visitors and 
Special Events Board – in Rooster Days each year. The more success financially the 
Chamber of Commerce internationally-recognized program is, the bigger return the 
City gets.

Thursday night’s Rooster Days opener was cut short when the threat of tornadoes 
bore down on the area. Instructions were finally given to shut things down, but 
vendors were thankful to have the time to close up and tie things down before the 
storms arrived – they never did, dying out just west of Sapulpa.

And the heavy storms which hit Friday night and early Saturday morning came 
long after the carnival had shut down and before the Rooster Days parade began.

Acting Chief of Police Rick Ross said that there were no arrests due to actions at 
Rooster Days, and only a few minor complaints about parking on neighborhood 
streets around Central Park. Fire Chief Ron Osborn reported that there were only a 
few very minor injuries treated by paramedics.

Crowds Friday and Saturday both were among the largest in Rooster Days history, 
making the behavior even more impressive.

For Parks and Public Works department workers, however, the work didn’t stop 
Sunday night when the event ended. They were busy with cleanup through the 
middle of the week.
 

 
Firefighter Hopefuls Tested Saturday

 
A total of 35 individuals qualified to take the written and physical tests Saturday 

(May 17) for the Broken Arrow Fire Department. 
The City advertised throughout the area for men and women to apply for the 

testing program. Testing for police officer hopefuls has also been given recently.
 
 
Be Watching for Flood Information
 
 
The City’s Engineering Department will soon be mailing out brochures very soon 

with flood hazard information to about 1,000 addresses either in or adjacent to the 
Broken Arrow Regulatory Floodplain.

The mailing includes information on how to obtain flood insurance, how to best 
protect against loss of life or property in the event of flood, how to identify flood 

Page 2



Info Memo 03

watches and warnings in the city, and the City’s stormwater  management program.
Even with the heavy rains in the area the past several days, there have been few 

flooding problems reported. Broken Arrow has traditionally avoided flooding in 
residential and business areas that many area communities battle. One of the 
reasons for that has been strict regulations on development in floodplain areas.

For information on development in floodplain areas, call 259-8345 or 258-3587. 
Any development in those areas requires a permit in Broken Arrow. Anyone 
planning development, filling of ditches or streams or making changes to structures 
and land in the flood plain should call the Engineering Department first.

 
 
City Council Ready to “Clean Up” Main Street
 
When Broken  Arrow’s City Council voted a few years ago to “adopt” a mile 

stretch along Main Street, they did so with their eyes wide open. Two new members 
to the Council will get their first taste of what it takes to be adoptive parents 
Saturday as the group cleans up its mile from Kenosha to the Broken Arrow Public 
Schools Administrative Center.

Mayor Richard Carter will join Vice-Mayor Craig Thurmond, and Council 
members Wade McCaleb, Tom Chatterton and Melissa Mahan on the clean-up 
patrol Saturday starting at 8 a.m. at the BAPS facility. 

The City’s Adopt-A-Mile program has been looking for new partners. There is also 
an Adopt-A-Park program that gives the younger generation an opportunity to help. 
The City Council adopted that stretch of Main at its Feb. 19, 2001 meeting.

The Broken Arrow Chamber of Commerce actually started the program in this 
community in 1988, part of the “Take Pride in America” anti-litter campaign. A few 
years later the City’s Parks & Recreation Department took over the campaign here. 
Community clubs, volunteers, church and school groups have adopted several miles 
of streets and many of the parks, but only a small percentage of what is needed.

The Council recently reduced the cost of adopting a mile or park from $65 to $30. 
That covers the cost of making two signs to recognize the adopting organization and 
providing trash bags and orange safety vests. Those are picked up at the Community 
Center (three-day notice must be given). 

 
Buckle Up or Pay Up

 
With Memorial Day weekend starting Friday and most area schools letting out 

for the summer, the threat of serious vehicle collisions will increase significantly 
next week. The Broken Arrow Police Department will join law enforcement 
officers all over the nation in trying to reduce those collisions and the serious 
injuries which accompany them by participating in “Buckle Up America.”

Sgt. Ed Ferguson of the BAPD attended an area-wide press conference this week 
that set the stage for the program, which runs May 19 through 26. The press 
conference was held Thursday at Memorial High School in Tulsa, in conjunction 
with a “Shattered Dreams” program that included a mock traffic collision with 
first responders from area agencies.

Broken Arrow police and fire personnel also staged a mock collision May 3 at 
Camp Bandage in Broken Arrow, with the help of Union High School DFY (Drug 
Free Youth) students.
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“You hope that by letting young people and their parents see some of the 
horrors involved in traffic collisions, they will concentrate more on driving safely 
and using seat belts when they’re on the road,” said Ferguson.

During next week law enforcement agencies will be concentrating traffic 
enforcement operations on spotting vehicles in which proper seat restraint 
systems are not being used – particularly with children. Officers will intensify 
enforcement of child passenger safety laws, seat belt laws and impaired driving 
laws through the use of high visibility enforcement, saturation patrols and 
corridor assignments.

 
BA Firefighter Helps Organize Salute to Armed Forces
 
 
A salute to America’s armed forces will be held Saturday, May 17, at Union-Tuttle 

Stadium, and one of the organizers of the event is Broken Arrow firefighter Robert 
Thomas.

The program is free and open to the public. It will be held from 3:30 p.m. to 4:30 
p.m. on Armed Forces Day. The stadium is located at 6636 S. Mingo Road in Tulsa.

The organizers are inviting all veterans and their families to be present. A 
children’s parade will kickoff the event, with those participating asked to wear red, 
white and blue. Those in attendance are also asked to bring flags and signs of 
support.

 

Page 4


